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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY

HISTCRIC SITES SUMMARY SHEET

C.
P.G. County Survey # 71B-5 - Date 1900

Building Name Belair Stables

Location Belair Drive, Bowie, Md.

Open to Public X vyes no i oLt teod

BELAIR is recognized as the only great estate where
breeding for the turf was carried on for three centuries,
laying the foundation of American thoroughbred racing. Samuel
Ogle, original owner, imported the stallion "Spark", the filly
"Queen Mab" and other prize horses. His brother-in-law,
Benjamin Tasker, Jr., continuing family tradition, bred
"Othello" and "Selima", prides of the colonies. Belair Stud
Farm blood flows in the veins of almost every American
racehorse of distinction, William Woodward, Sr., last private
owner, fielded Triple Crown winners "Gallant Fox", 1930, and

"Omaha", 1935. Operation of the farm continued until 1955.
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{Rev, 6-72) - . NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland

‘COL)NTY:

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES | Prince George's
iINVENTORY — NOMitiATION FORM ™" FORNPS USE ONLY

EHNTRY DATE |

" (Type all cntries - complete applicable sections)

e - | |

C OMMON:

City of Bowie Stable Museumnm

AND/OR HISTORIC:

: _ Belaixr Stakles
{2 vegATioN - : |
STREET AND NUMBER: _ ' -
235 Belair Drive ' ' ' N
CITY OR TOWN, CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: ‘ ;.:

ot Bowie Fifth | ;

STATE . ' copgE |COUNTY: ccp,—_J o

Maryland _ , 24 Prince George's 033 4
|3 CLASSIFICATION . ' ) i

w CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE - R

(Check Qne) TO THE PUBLIC '1
[ District  *© X Building [k Public Public Acquisition: K1 Occupied Yes: A
] Site ’ 3 Structure [C1 Privote ] In Process T Unoceupied fx‘ Restricted : g

’ . {3 Object ] Both . [] Being Considered (7] Preservatian wark {7 Unrestricted

; [ Ne
in progreses [

e
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e

o

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriato) o
T Agrieultural 57 Government [} Park [T} Transportatian {1 Camments i
] .Commercial . {3 Industrial [T] Private Residence (1 Cther (Specify)
Bl Educotional [ Military [T} Religious .
[C] Entertainment bg Museum [C] Scientific
[4. QWNER OF PROPERTY
CWNER'S NAME:

City of .Bowie
STREET AND NUMBER:

Tulip Grove Drive
tClTY OR TOWN: STATE:

Bowie . ' Maryland
{5. L.DCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION ‘

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEECS, ETC:

et

INSTRUCTIO

.

A
i::
{

SEE

Prince George's County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

Main Street

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Upper Marlboro Maryland

[6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
YITLE OF SURVEY:

Maryland Register of Historic Siltes and TLandmarks -
DATE OF sSURVEY: 1972 [T} Federal {¢J State {Z] County ] Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: B

ST B

F

Maryland Historical Trust
ATREET AND NUMBER:

2525 Riva Road

CITY OR TOWN:

v B

STATE: .

Maryland

Annapolis
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(Check One)

M [T DESCRIPTION

SRR B . 7] Excellent 5{1 Good {Z] Fair ") Deteriorated T} Ruins [T} Unexposed
CONDITION @(—7 ———— — — e
(Cherik One) (Check One)
[0 Altered 31 Unaltered {71 Moved - E)L Original Sive

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

; The Belair Stables are located on the eastern side of
Belair Drive, approximately 1000 fect northeast of Belair
Mansion circa 1742, the home of Maryland Colonial governors.

Ed '

..The approximate ground coverage of the stables is 8810
square feet. The proverty is 2 acres, or 71,294 square feet.

5
i

'The present stables were constructed by Mr. Woodward,
sometime around the turn of this century, to house his racina
horses and coach team. Horses such as Gallant Fox, Nashua, and
Omaha were stabled within the structure. .

e 4L

The original and present appearance of the structure is a
"y" shaped plan, with the open end, which leads into pastures.
The structure was constructed in two stages, the first section
being tHe bottom of the "U". This section is wall bearing,

o * | in ashlar courses of random pattern on a foundation of the same
material. Each side of the bottom of the "U" flanks a center
arch, the focal point of the structure, and leads into the
‘'exercise yard. The entire structure has a hip roof, of green
slate, with dormers on both sides of the arch. The wooden
windows and sills possess diamond patterned muntin bars and 2
sandstone jack arcihi at the window heads.

The sides that flank the arch, which comprise the bottom
of the "U", housed the stable master's quarters and taclk room
on the .right, and at the left the carriage house and fecod

rooms.

The second stage of construction was the right and left
legs of the "U", which contained the stables and box stalls.
These wings are constructed of brick bearing walls, with
matcning slate roofs. Earth floors are within the stables and
‘paving brick is outside.the stalls, in the corridor between
the exterior wall and the stalls. The ceilings are constructed
of a beaded ceiling board 4" wide nailed to the bottom side of

the roof joist.
(3

*{%W‘v & ‘-‘»,«MM: A *,‘5‘” o i s A e, W ‘ b ‘,."En._"-‘ R Bureon S SE S SHUES

338

constructed of local dark-brown sandstone 24 inches thick, laid
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o . P i
F SIGNIFICANCE | ]

o |

|

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriutc)
[} Pre-Columbion’ 7] 16th Century {71 18th Century [ 20th Century

{3 15th Century T3 17th Centusy 2 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or Aore as Appropriate) _

" Urban Plonning

. Aboriginal . ] Educotion i) P.oliticol .
] Prehistoric 7| Engineering "] Religion. Phi- ki Other (Specits)
1 Historic Y Industey losophy &port - Horse
. 3 Agriculture 7] Invention |7 Science Racing
5} Architecture ") Londscape 1 Sculpture
: " Art Architecture 7] Social/Human-
N o [ Commerce "] Literature itarion
. [] Communicetions "] Military i1 Theoter
7] Conservotion 1] Music " Tronsportation

——————

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The importance of Belair Stables is in its association
with thoroughbred horse racing and breeding at Belair Estate.
Belair Estate' is recognized as being the only one of the creat

s colonial estates where breeding for the Course was carried on
=z through three centuries. _ ‘
e _ ‘
- Mr. William Woodward, noted in racing circles, and chair- .
- man of the Jockey Club (1916) built the present stables, ‘
. (8) around the turn of- this century. The Stable housed foals
Befoo - which later became famous race horses, including two winneors
5_%&! . o of the Triple Crown: Gallant Fox and Omaha.
N _43 - ;e The present stable was actively used until 1955. - It was
’ ffgl Ll acquired by the City of Bowie in 1969 for .the purpose of cs-
R (Y z tablishing a racing museum and library. The city is restorino !
-G - the stables and placing trophles and memorabilia of the horses
54 in the stalls.
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Harrlson, Falrfax] Tho Belair Stud 1747-1761. Richmond,
Virginia: 01d Dominion Press, 1929,
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i+ LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUNE AND LONGIT'JDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROSERTY 0 DEFINING THe CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
; R _OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES _ _
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
: . D}agveos Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seccnds
NW 38 5758 | 76° 44 40" o ' . ° ' .
 NE™} 3% 5759 " | 76° 44 35"
“SE. | 38 57 °'56 ~| 76° 44’ 36 "
SW 1@—\7":':' '7;-‘.°/1/1"{Q'
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 2 gaores
IST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: i cobE | counTy cooe
STATE: CODF | COUNTY: conrt
STATE:. - T 17¢one | counaN: T - T fore
STATE:. CODE COUNTY: CODE
. [5_ FORM PREPARED BY
: NAME AND TITLE: .
o ‘Leonard E. Fiehler, Public Facilities Director
. [omeaNizATION OATE
Vi City of Bow1e November 1972
" {STREET AND NUMBER:
&
o Tulip Grove Drive
* {CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
o1 Bowie Maryland 24
= E1a. STQ?E LIAISON OFFICER CFT!F!CA HON NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION
As the designsted State Liaison Officer for the Nu- . o
tional'Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law . I hereby ccrtnjy that thia property is included in the
89.665), I hereby nominate this prOpErty. for inclusion Netional Register . '
in the Nstional Reglster and certify that it has been
qvaluated according to t11e c-iteria and procedures set
farth by the National Park Service. The recommended -
] . . . . . Director, Office of Archeology and Hietoric Preservation
: leve] of significance of this nomination is:
R v Natxonal * State [} Local (]
i Odandy 2ot |
: Nnm - A% d e& b ae ATTEST.
_ Orlando Ridout IV '
; Title State Liaison Officer
. . = A=1471 ; _— IR
; T tor Malj]‘ And Konpar of The Natioont Registor
‘pate November 20, 1972 Date
| GPO 931-894
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ATES DEPARTME

" PROPERTY MAP FORM

attach to or enclose with map) ~

NT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

ECISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES "

.

STATE

Maryland

CPGINBE

COUNTY oiqn
A

v

+ Prince George's

;: N = ) COMMON: City of Bowie Stable Miseum
B © : AND/OR HISTORIC: Belair Stables

B L b B U BCATION : '

2; Sl STREET AND NUM BER:

Lo @ Belair Drive
4 } k , N : B CITY OR TOWN:

' Sl Bowie
. ‘ o £ N ‘h, - STATE, . » copE {COUNTY:,

- : SN w Maryland Prince George's
¥ Lz [BMAPREFERENCE T R
’ . SQURCE:

3" s T j'f . . U.s.G.s. 7.5 minute map Bowie Quadrangle
foRSE ‘W, peais 1:24,000 .

? ! ) W [PATE: 1957 Photorevised 1970
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2. North arrow.

70 BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.

3. ’ Latitude and langitude reference




)Z‘APHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION AND PHON

"~

t.sTaTe  flaryland
COUNTY i'rince gevrges
TOWN Powle VICINITY

STREETN . .
Belair Ave.

ORIGINAL OWNER

ORIGINAL USE  stables

PRESENT OWNER City ol Sowie
PRESENT UsE by lLeavitt & Sons for
WALLcmumeggwonge;Vgr?éﬁlpment
NO. OF STORIES |

3

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY _
INVENTORY PeG. —-A

2.NAME  Stables - BRelair

DATE OR PERIOD
STYLE
ARCHITECT
BUILDER

late 1Y%th century

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

The Belair Stable is a

stone and the two “legs”

dormers with diamond panes.

arch.

poorly maintained.

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE  Endangered ?

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION

and have "“Dutch” horse stall
building is covered with ivy.

OPEN TO PUBLIC no

U’ shaped building of which
the portion connecting the two “legs” of the ‘U’ is brown-
are brick, laitu in Flemish bond.
The central facade contains a Roman arch leading through
the builaing to a court yard.
the arch is am open pediment flanked by two hipped-roof
There are three diamond
pane windows with flat arches on each side of the center
The brick “legs” of the ’iIl’ are five bays long
doors.

In the slate hi_ped roof,

Learly the entire
The yard is untidy and

Interiar fair Exteriar poor

@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional)

7. PHOTOGRAPH

8. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Authar, Title, Pages)
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC.

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

Michael Bourne
fiaryland Historical Trust

DATE OF RECCRC

Jlune l"' 1068
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bLlair stable







Belair Stables
Project No. 24-75-00161-00

West facade of interior courtyard
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Belair Stables
Project No. 24-75-00161-00

North facade of interior courtyard
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NAME BELAIR STARBLES PG 7165
LOCATION BELAR DPRIVE BOWIE)I\’\dz

EACADE W

PHOTO TAKEN 9/a7179 ™M OWYER






NAME BELAI\R STABLES F-G.'-'/: .
LOCATION BEL AR DR\VE)BOW\E,Md.

FACADE E
PHOTO TAKEN 9 a7 [74 M DWYER




THE BELAIR STUD FARM
g CRADLE OF AMERICAN RACING
COLONIAL WANOR WHERE BREEDMS FOB THE L
THE FOUNWATI@N OF ANERICAN THOROUG T

RACING. SAMUEL 0 OWNER.
sm-K ﬂ FLrLLY
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B JAMM TASKﬁ JR CS-%TI-FUIM FAP -
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NAME BELAR STuD FARM MARKER
LOCATION R+, 450, BOWIE, Md. PG:7/8-5

P

FACADE
PHOTO TAKEN 7/;17/7'—1 M DWYER
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